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Literacy Leadership for Grades 5–12, 
by Rosemarye Taylor and Valerie Doyle 
Collins (Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development, Alexandria, 
VA, 2003)

Looking for some practical suggestions 
and applications for getting started 
with literacy learning communities? 

Teachers Rosemarye Taylor and Valerie Doyle Collins 
have written a book filled with strategies for classroom 
approaches and applications, presenting detailed action 
plans for middle and high school principals, administra-
tors, and teachers. The to-the-point discussions include 
aligning curriculum, instruction, learning tools, and as-
sessment. Using a nuts-and-bolts approach, the authors 
supply a step-by-step “how-to” of highly effective literacy 
practices. The steps are quick and easily transferable to 
the classroom and curriculum planning.

Among the valuable resources the book provides are the 
various templates that explain, model, and highlight ways 
to ensure success of literacy leadership at all levels. From 
an exploration into the characteristics of positive profes-
sional development, to an examination of stakeholders’ 
commitment to literacy learning, to a focus on resource 
commitment to literacy, to an overview of whole-school 
performance, these templates anchor the authors’ dis-
cussion to research-based data and practice. The book is 
positive and affirming, approaching the authors’ end goal 
for literacy—“that all students will become joyful, indepen-
dent readers and writers”—in a way that outlines for read-
ers the steps to reach these goals.
 

Literacy Learning Communities: A 
Guide for Creating Sustainable Change 
in Secondary Schools, by ReLeah Cos-
sett Lent (Heinemann, Portsmouth, 
NH, 2007)

A book that invites readers to enter 
into a community dialogue about lit-
eracy is always a welcome addition to a 

teacher’s bookshelf. ReLeah Cossett Lent’s book encour-
ages teachers, administrators, and district personnel to 
engage in questions, reflection, and study groups that will 
set the stage “for building authentic, embedded, and sus-
tained literacy learning communities.” The author opens 

her first chapter by describing her work as a literacy con-
sultant, and readers will find the school experiences the 
author shares throughout her book refreshing and lively. 
Her discussions bounce between what “ideal” literacy ex-
periences and schools look like (included are examples of 
elementary schools) and what can be done to create an 
effective literacy learning community in our secondary 
schools.

Ever aware of the focus on and research about content-
area learning, Lent has sought to provide readers with 
“ways of interlacing literacy and community in a manner 
that supports content area instruction within interdepen-
dent teams of learners.” Lent’s book is a strategic frame-
work for embracing and engaging discussions about litera-
cy learning communities and then developing action plans 
for creating them.

Beth Munger teaches composition, reading, and Ameri-
can literature at Ohio Dominican University. She has also 
taught composition and literature at Ohio State University 
and Columbus State Community College. Munger holds a 
bachelor of arts degree from Ohio Wesleyan University, 
where she majored in English and history, and a master 
of arts degree from Ohio State University in the field of 
rhetoric and composition. She has worked on several ORC 
projects, including Advancing Literacy Instruction Together 
(AdLIT), Ohio Writing Institute Network for Success (Ohio-
WINS), and the English Language Arts Program Models.
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cus on the needs of adolescent learners who are building 
their literacy across content areas. Examples and sug-
gestions are included to assist education stakeholders in 
the consideration of reform efforts at the school, district, 
and state levels.
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 6730

Reading Next - A Vision for Action and Research in 
Middle and High School Literacy: A Report to Carn-
egie Corporation of New York
www.all4ed.org/publications/ReadingNext/ReadingNext.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 6 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This professional 
resource by the Alliance for Excellent Education is the 
full-text pdf report on a vision for action and research 
in middle and high school literacy. Fifteen key elements 
of effective adolescent literacy programs are identified, 
detailed, and supported with important reading research.
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 6750

Writing Next: Effective Strategies to Improve Writ-
ing of Adolescents in Middle and High Schools
www.all4ed.org/files/WritingNext.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 7 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This professional re-
source by the Alliance for Excellent Education is the full-
text 2007 report on effective strategies to improve writ-
ing of adolescents in middle and high schools. The report 
(42-page pdf) provides a thorough look into 11 key 
elements of adolescent writing instruction as identified 
by meta-analysis. Readers will find helpful highlighted 
examples of effective writing strategies, an overview of 
the outcome of writing instruction, and research-based 
discussions of writing proficiency, low-achieving writers, 

From the ORC Collection

More Resources for Back to School for Teachers: 
Opportunities for Professional Learning

Here are some professional resources, recently added to 
the ORC collection, which focus on a key theme in this 
month’s In Perspective, meeting the needs of adolescent 
learners who are building their literacy across content 
areas. These resources provide important research find-
ings, best practices, and specific suggestions for improv-
ing adolescent literacy instruction.

Reading for the 21st Century: Adolescent Literacy 
Learning and Teaching Strategies
www.all4ed.org/publications/Reading%20for%2021st%20Century.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 6 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: Despite the critical 
need to be literate in today’s society, approximately 1 
in 4 adolescents are struggling to read and understand 
grade level materials.  This article emphasizes how being 
literate addresses not only individual abilities but also 
issues of access and equity.  The use of teaching and 
learning strategies with specific content material can 
promote a more inquiry-based instruction that is ap-
propriate for adolescents.  Factors necessary for literacy 
development in adolescent learners include motivation, 
skills related to the alphabetic principle, fluency, vocabu-
lary, and reading comprehension.  Each of these factors 
is discussed in this article along with strategies to help 
support student learning.
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 6925

Using Student Engagement to Improve Adolescent 
Literacy
http://task.ncrel.org/litweb/adolescent/qkey10/qkey10.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 6 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This Quick Key Action 
Guide assists educators and administrators in under-
standing “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) with a specific fo-

www.all4ed.org/publications/ReadingNext/ReadingNext.pdf 
www.all4ed.org/files/WritingNext.pdf 
www.all4ed.org/publications/Reading%20for%2021st%20Century.pdf 
http://task.ncrel.org/litweb/adolescent/qkey10/qkey10.pdf
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grammar instruction, the 11 key elements of adolescent 
writing instruction, and the power of writing to learn.
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 11148

Literacy Instruction in the Content Areas: Getting 
to the Core of Middle and High School Improvement
www.all4ed.org/files/LitCon.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 7 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This professional 
resource is the 2007 publication of a 48-page pdf full-
text literacy report from the Alliance for Excellent Edu-
cation. The report emphasizes that the “real goal [of 
content literacy instruction] is to help all students master 
the knowledge, procedures, and skills of the academic 
disciplines that rule the secondary school curriculum, 
and which serve as the gatekeeper to success in college, 
work, and other facets of adult life.” The next step for 
those working to improve adolescent literacy instruction, 
the report concludes, must be “to integrate the teach-
ing of reading and writing more fully into the academic 
content areas.”
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 11109

Reading Between the Lines: What the ACT Reveals 
About College Readiness in Reading
www.act.org/path/policy/pdf/reading_report.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 8 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This professional 
resource, a 54-page pdf report by the ACT that uses 
2005 ACT reading test scores and trends derived from 
students who took the ACT reading test between 1995 
and 2005, focuses on steps for improving the reading 
skills of high school students. Three sections provide 
the foundation for the report: (1) “Our Students Are Not 
Ready for College and Workplace Reading,” (2) “Ready or 
Not: What Matters in Reading? and (3) “Taking Action: 
How to Help All Students Become Ready for College-Lev-
el Reading.” Each section thoroughly analyzes the ACT 
reading data collected, and graphs and highlighted text 
make the highlights of the report readily accessible and 
reader-friendly. Section three opens with a challenging 
question--”What can be done to improve the readiness of 
our high school students for college-level reading?”, then 
maps out concrete answers and strategies to improve 
the reading skills of high school students.
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 11163

www.all4ed.org/files/LitCon.pdf
www.act.org/path/policy/pdf/reading_report.pdf 
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What Is AdLIT?
Advancing Adolescent Literacy Instruction Together 
(AdLIT) is designed to address the unique literacy needs of 
adolescent learners by promoting and supporting effective, 
evidence-based practices for classroom instruction and 
professional development activities in Ohio’s middle and 
secondary schools.

Each issue of Adolescent Literacy In 
Perspective highlights a topic in adolescent 
literacy. Here you can read teacher-written 
articles, see what experts in the field are 
saying, gain insight from students, and 
find resources for classroom use.

About the Ohio Resource Center for 
Mathematics, Science, and Reading 

The Ohio Resource Center works to improve teaching and 
learning among Ohio teachers by promoting standards-
based, best practices in mathematics, science, and reading 
for Ohio schools and universities. The Center’s resources 
are available primarily via the web and are coordinated 
with other state and regional efforts to improve student 
achievement and teacher effectiveness in K-12 mathematics, 
science, and reading. To learn more about ORC, visit the 
website at www.ohiorc.org. 

The Ohio Resource Center is a project of the State University 
Education Deans, funded by the Ohio General Assembly, and 
established by the Ohio Board of Regents. ORC is located 
on the campus of the Ohio State University and is affiliated 
with OSU’s College of Education and Human Ecology.

The Office of Literacy is part of the Ohio Department of 
Education. The ultimate goal of the Office of Literacy is to 
help all students become proficient readers. The initiatives 
from this office communicate research-based practices and 
attempt to build an awareness and understanding for a 
richer, broader view of adolescent literacy in schools and 
communities. The office engages in statewide collaborations 
with other institutions and agencies. AdLIT is one of many 
collaborations that bring together a variety of constituents 
and stakeholders in promoting adolescent literacy. For 
more information, see http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/
Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&amp;Topi
cRelationID=890&amp;Content=10467.
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