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Inside Words: Tools for Teaching Aca-
demic Vocabulary, Grades 4–12, by Ja-
net Allen (Stenhouse Publishers, Port-
land, ME, 2007)

With an ability to invite teachers into 
casual conversation and the knack for 
knowing just what teachers and stu-
dents need to advance their learning, 

Janet Allen is one of those authors whose every book you 
want to seek out for your teacher bookshelf. Allen seems 
to talk out loud in a way that reaches into the heart of 
teacher methodology, grasping onto just the right collec-
tion of ideas and activities for what’s going to work in the 
middle and high school classroom.

In Inside Words: Tools for Teaching Academic Vocabu-
lary, the author thinks out loud—“Why another book on 
teaching vocabulary? I have pondered that question sev-
eral times in the course of writing this book”—she then 
reminds us that “‘one must be drenched in words, liter-
ally soaked in them, to have the right ones form them-
selves into the proper pattern at the right moment’ (Hart 
Crane).” Here teachers can thumb through an extensive 
list of instructional strategies and the tools that support 
them (building background knowledge, teaching words 
that are critical to comprehension, providing support 
during reading and writing, and developing conceptual 
frameworks for themes, topics, and units of study), se-
lecting from among them vocabulary learning activities 
that fit their objective and classroom. Two special fea-
tures include a CD of printable graphic organizers and an 
appendix of reproducibles in both English and Spanish.

For Your Bookshelf 

Books by Harmon, Wood, & Hedrick and Allen
by Beth Munger

Instructional Strategies for Teaching 
Content Vocabulary, Grades 4-12, by 
Janis M. Harmon, Karen D. Wood, and 
Wanda B. Hedrick (National Middle 
School Association, Westerville, OH, 
International Reading Association, 
Newark, DE, 2006)

This practical book is a compilation of 
forty-two research-based strategies to help middle and 
high school content-area teachers with vocabulary in-
struction in the classroom. David W. Moore (Arizona State 
University) describes in the foreword what separates this 
book from so many other books on vocabulary instruc-
tion: “. . . its accessible, no-frills format. The vocabulary 
strategies’ descriptions, suggested variations, content 
area examples, and blackline masters are especially con-
venient.” Each vocabulary instruction strategy is self-
contained and includes a brief introduction to the strat-
egy (including the research that supports it), a materials 
needed list, a reference to the content area for which 
the strategy is most helpful, the procedure for teaching 
the strategy, and content-area examples and variations 
of the strategy. 

Authors Janis M. Harmon, Karen D. Wood, and Wanda B. 
Hedrick have divided the chapters by content area to help 
teachers “focus on the type of word learning tasks that 
are involved in the terms” they have selected to teach. 
In addition, the authors reference the specific vocabulary 
instruction needs of students who struggle with reading, 
students who lag behind in reading proficiency, and Eng-
lish language learners. 

[This review originally appeared in the March 2008 issue 
of In Perspective.]
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Beth Munger teaches composition, reading, and Ameri-
can literature at Ohio Dominican University. She has also 
taught composition and literature at Ohio State Universi-
ty and Columbus State Community College. Munger holds 
a bachelor of arts degree from Ohio Wesleyan University, 
where she majored in English and history, and a mas-
ter of arts degree from Ohio State University in the field 
of rhetoric and composition. She has worked on several 
ORC projects, including Advancing Literacy Instruction 
Together (AdLIT), Ohio Writing Institute Network for Suc-
cess (OhioWINS), and the English Language Arts Program 
Models.

From the ORC Collection

More Resources for 
Vocabulary for 
Content-Area Learning

These resources from the ORC collection support this 
month’s theme, Vocabulary for Content-Area Learning. 
To make it easier to find just what you want, the re-
sources have been divided into two categories: instruc-
tional resources and professional reading.

Instructional Resources/Lessons and Content 
Resources

Literacy Strategies: Knowledge Rating
http://www.lpb.org/education/classroom/itv/litlearn/strategies/
strat_2krating.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Content Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 5 - 8
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: Knowledge Rating is a 
pre-, during, and post- reading activity in which students 
analyze vocabulary words from the text before reading. 
Developed by an instructional design team at South-
eastern Louisiana University as part of a content area 
reading project, this strategy can be used in a variety of 
contexts.
CAREER FIELDS: General Career Skills
PROJECTS: AdLIT, Standards First
FULL ORC# 28

Using a Word Journal to Create a Personal Dictionary
RESOURCE INFORMATION
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=20
RESOURCE TYPE: Instructional Resource -- Promising 
Practice
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 6 - 8
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: Learning new vo-
cabulary words is important for all readers. This lesson 
enables students to track unfamiliar words as they read 
fictional or informational texts.
CAREER FIELDS: General Career Skills
PROJECTS: AdLIT, Standards First
FULL ORC# 1396

http://www.lpb.org/education/classroom/itv/litlearn/strategies/strat_2krating.pdf
http://www.lpb.org/education/classroom/itv/litlearn/strategies/strat_2krating.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=20 
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Vocabulary: The Key to Improving Comprehension
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/instructor/
readclin4.htm
RESOURCE TYPE: Instructional Resource -- Promising 
Practice
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 1 - 8
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This resource de-
scribes two activities for helping students to learn unfa-
miliar words so they can comprehend texts more fully. 
The mini-lessons, designed for primary and intermediate 
classrooms, encourage students to make connections be-
tween what they know about words and what they need 
to know in order to understand texts better.
CAREER FIELDS: General Career Skills
PROJECTS: AdLIT, Standards First
FULL ORC# 148

ABC Bookmaking Builds Vocabulary in the Content 
Areas
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=276
RESOURCE TYPE: Instructional Resource -- Promising 
Practice
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 4 - 10
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This lesson engages 
and motivates students in building content area vocabu-
lary through the creation of ABC books. Students select 
vocabulary words and terms related to a current unit of 
study in mathematics, science, social studies or other 
subjects.
PROJECTS: AdLIT
FULL ORC# 3799

The Lex Files
http://www.lexfiles.info/
RESOURCE TYPE: Content Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 6 - 12
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: The Lex Files provide 
access to Latin-Greek prefixes, suffixes, and root words. 
Lists of quotations, legal terms, medical words, prescrip-
tion terms, religious expressions, and various abbrevia-
tions from Latin and Greek classical and modern transla-
tions are also available at the web site.
PROJECTS: AdLIT
FULL ORC# 3304

Professional Reading

A Focus on Vocabulary
http://www.prel.org/products/re_/ES0419.htm
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 3 - 9
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: Of the many com-
pelling reasons for providing students with instruction 
to build vocabulary, none is more important than the 
contribution of vocabulary knowledge to reading com-
prehension. The focus of this professional resource is on 
vocabulary instruction as a component of reading com-
prehension.
CAREER FIELDS: General Career Skills
PROJECTS: AdLIT, Standards First
FULL ORC# 4778

Promoting Vocabulary Development: Components 
of Effective Vocabulary Instruction
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reading/practices/redbk5.pdf
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grades 3 - 8
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This professional 
resource is a 37-page pdf file, reproducible per the ac-
knowledgment in the introduction. Its team of authors 
(Texas Education Agency) has included not only current 
research and inquiry in vocabulary development, but also 
in-depth teaching materials and explicit instruction strat-
egies for vocabulary instruction.
PROJECTS: AdLIT
FULL ORC# 6667

Adolescent Literacy In Perspective, June 2005, Vo-
cabulary and Word Study For Adolescent Learners
http://ohiorc.org/adlit/ip_toc.aspx?id=158
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: English Language Arts
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 6 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: The June 2005 issue 
of Adolescent Literacy In Perspective, which focuses on 
vocabulary and word study.
PROJECTS: AdLIT, OhioWINS
FULL ORC# 10278

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/instructor/readclin4.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/instructor/readclin4.htm
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=276 
http://www.lexfiles.info/ 
http://www.prel.org/products/re_/ES0419.htm 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reading/practices/redbk5.pdf
http://ohiorc.org/adlit/ip_toc.aspx?id=158
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Vocabulary, Visualization, and Implications—Im-
proving Student Achievement on Geometric Test 
Items (Webcast Article)
http://ohiorc.org/for/math/ogt/article.aspx?articleId=15
RESOURCE TYPE: Professional Resource
DISCIPLINE: Mathematics
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT: Grade 8 - Postsecondary
PROFESSIONAL COMMENTARY: This article was writ-
ten as background information for viewers of the first 
in a series of three webcasts discussing issues related 
to the mathematics portion of the Ohio Graduation Test 
(OGT). The first webcast, aired April 29, 2008, focused 
on analysis of student responses to geometry items on 
the OGT.
FULL ORC# 11588

ORC Records

In case you are not familiar with ORC’s records, here is a 
very brief explanation of the resource commentaries and 
other resource information found in the records.

Each commentary is part of a larger record created by 
the Ohio Resource Center. The commentaries describe 
high-quality Internet-based resources in the areas of 
mathematics, science, and reading. In addition to the 
commentaries, the records specify grade levels appro-
priate to the resources and align the resources to the 
relevant Ohio standards, benchmarks, and indicators 
(providing an excellent way to help teachers implement 
the Ohio standards in their classrooms) plus much more. 
Each resource can be accessed directly from the record.

To find out more about ORC resources and records, go to 
ORC’s Frequently Asked Questions page.
http://www.ohiorc.org/about/faq/

http://ohiorc.org/for/math/ogt/article.aspx?articleId=15
http://www.ohiorc.org/about/faq/
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What Is AdLIT?
Advancing Adolescent Literacy Instruction Together 
(AdLIT) is designed to address the unique literacy needs of 
adolescent learners by promoting and supporting effective, 
evidence-based practices for classroom instruction and 
professional development activities in Ohio’s middle and 
secondary schools.

Each issue of Adolescent Literacy In 
Perspective highlights a topic in adolescent 
literacy. Here you can read teacher-written 
articles, see what experts in the field are 
saying, gain insight from students, and 
find resources for classroom use.

About the Ohio Resource Center for 
Mathematics, Science, and Reading 

The Ohio Resource Center works to improve teaching and 
learning among Ohio teachers by promoting standards-
based, best practices in mathematics, science, and reading 
for Ohio schools and universities. The Center’s resources 
are available primarily via the web and are coordinated 
with other state and regional efforts to improve student 
achievement and teacher effectiveness in K-12 mathematics, 
science, and reading. To learn more about ORC, visit the 
website at www.ohiorc.org. 

The Ohio Resource Center is a project of the State University 
Education Deans, funded by the Ohio General Assembly, and 
established by the Ohio Board of Regents. ORC is located 
on the campus of the Ohio State University and is affiliated 
with OSU’s College of Education and Human Ecology.

The Office of Literacy is part of the Ohio Department of 
Education. The ultimate goal of the Office of Literacy is to 
help all students become proficient readers. The initiatives 
from this office communicate research-based practices and 
attempt to build an awareness and understanding for a 
richer, broader view of adolescent literacy in schools and 
communities. The office engages in statewide collaborations 
with other institutions and agencies. AdLIT is one of many 
collaborations that bring together a variety of constituents 
and stakeholders in promoting adolescent literacy. For 
more information, see http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/
Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&amp;Topi
cRelationID=890&amp;Content=10467.

mailto:web@ohiorc.org
http://www.ohiorc.org
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&amp;TopicRelationID=890&amp;Content=10467
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&amp;TopicRelationID=890&amp;Content=10467
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&amp;TopicRelationID=890&amp;Content=10467

