Differentiated Instruction

The Reading Performance:  Understanding Fluency Through Oral Interpretation

This lesson has been adapted from "Understanding Fluency Through Oral Interpretation” (ORC record #1395) using Lenz and Deshler’s (2004) SMARTER planning model.
SMARTER Planning

Shape the Critical Questions


What is the critical 10 percent for these lessons?


Essential understanding:



Students should appreciate the beauty of language.


What skills align with the critical 10 percent?

· Students should be able to read aloud a poem to an audience without any miscues (omissions, substitutions, deletions, etc.).

· Students should be able to use appropriate pacing when reading orally to an audience.

· Students should be able to use appropriate inflection when reading aloud to an audience.

· Students should be able to use appropriate volume when reading aloud to an audience.

Map the Critical Content
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Analyze for Learning Difficulties

· Difficulty with text (vocabulary, style).

· Difficulty with appearance (visual format, punctuation placement).

· Difficulty with intonation and affect. (How is the poem “supposed” to sound?)

· Difficulty with performance (volume, fluidity, inflection, etc.).

Reach Enhancement Decisions

· Use a poem at students’ reading mastery level.

· Choose predictable poems (rhyme, rhythm, punctuation, visual form).

· Use a visual prompt for initial and practice readings (bold or color coding).

· Use fluency-building strategies (choral reading, paired reading, repeated readings, taped readings, reciprocal readings).

· Allow for scaffolded presentation (taped, in front of one person, small group, whole class).

· Provide a reading fluency rubric.

· Allow for repeated practice when necessary.

Teach Strategically

Cue:  
Provide rubric and model expectations

Do:  
Allow for fluency strategies and visual prompts

Review:  Have students try again, depending on the results of the scaffolded readings.

Evaluate Mastery


Use a rubric and scaffolded readings followed by specific feedback.

Revisit Outcomes


Allow for more practice.  Try another poem.
________________
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Poem Selection





Choose a poem





With predictable rhyme and rhythm





At students’ mastery level





Oral Reading





For support





For practice





Provide color-coded text





Provide a feedback rubric in advance of reading





Model oral reading





Provide tape-recorded poem





Choral reading





Paired reading





Solo repeated reading with coded script





Present to an Audience with Feedback 








Present to a partner








Present to a small group








Present to the whole class











