Differentiated Instruction

Exploring the Power of Martin Luther King Jr.’s Words through Diamante Poetry

Before you begin, consider these steps:
· Explain the purpose and importance of the concepts in the lesson. 

· Give examples of practical implications for lesson concepts and how students can benefit from the lesson.
· Identify the role of technological literacy in the lesson—for example, is technology essential to the concepts being taught? How might the use of technology help students who are struggling learners and/or who have more visual and kinesthetic learning styles?  
This lesson has been adapted by Heidi Miller from “Exploring the Power of Martin Luther King Jr.’s Words through Diamante Poetry” (ORC Record #3367) using Lenz and Deshler’s (2004) SMARTER planning model. 
SMARTER Planning

Shape the Critical Questions

What is the critical 10 percent of this lesson?

Essential understandings
· Certain words can communicate power and passion. 

· People use these powerful words in speeches, songs, and all kinds of writings, including poems.

· A diamante poem, a special kind of poem shaped like a diamond, uses contrasting words.

What skills and objectives align with the essential understandings?

· Students will be able to read informational text or watch a documentary and pick out powerful words.
· Students will be able to look up a basic word in a dictionary or thesaurus to find a more powerful word.
· Students will be able to identify a diamante poem.
· Students will be able to write an original diamante poem.
Map the Critical Content

Speech and Diamante Poetry
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Analyze for Learning Difficulties

Session One
· Students may have trouble reading the speech aloud because it may be beyond their reading level.

· See step 1 in Instruction and Activities.

Session Two
· Students may struggle finding powerful words in the speech.

· See step 5 in Instruction and Activities.

· Students may not have the ability or willingness to use resources (dictionaries and thesauruses).

· See step 5d in Instruction and Activities.

· Students might forget the definition of repetition. 

· See step 10 of Instruction and Activities.

Reach Enhancement Decisions

Session One
· Give students individual copies of the speech            (http://usinfo.state.gov/infousa/government/overview/38.html), so they can write on it. 
· See step 1 in Instruction and Activities.  
· Show the video clip first of Martin Luther King Jr. presenting the speech; this will
help visual learners. 

Proceed to listening to the audio recording, which will benefit auditory learners.

· Students highlight the important words and concepts in the speech or list them on Post-it notes.  
· See step 5 in Instruction and Activities.
· You might have to point out and give hints for the important words. 
· Before Step 10, the definition of repetition will need to be defined and reviewed.  

Session Two
· Rephrase the definitions of polarities and contrast using language students can more easily understand or learn.  

· See step 1 in Instruction and Activities.

· Omit the Diamante Poems Student Interactive—this eliminates the potential problem of students spending more time looking than working on their own diamante.

· See step 5 in Instruction and Activities.

· Encourage step 5d; most students want to use basic words.  

· When they’ve finished, give students an opportunity to decorate their diamantes.  

· See step 15 in Instruction and Activities.

Helpful Tips:

· Have students work in small groups to serve as resources for each other and to edit work.

· Provide students with the rubric in the lesson. .

.

Teach Strategically

· Cue: Provide an overview of the lesson objectives and a map of how the lesson will flow.

· Do: Use models; have students do rough drafts and get and give peer evaluations, and have them check their final drafts with the diamante rubric.

· Review: Have students review their findings, share their drafts, and make revisions.

Evaluate Mastery

· After Session One:

· Do cursory checks to see highlighted text and Post-it notes of important words.

· After Session Two:

· Score the final diamantes by using the rubric in the lesson Have students reflect on the activity.

Revisit Outcomes

· Reteach using simpler text.

· Provide additional opportunities to write diamante poems.

________________

Lenz, B. K., & Deshler, D. D. (2004). Teaching content to all. Evidence-based inclusive practices in middle and secondary schools. Boston: Pearson.

Write a rough draft of a diamante poem.





Model the process


of creating a diamante poem. 





Write and decorate final copy of diamante poem.





Edit/revise diamante poem in small groups.





Introduce diamante poetry.





Pull out powerful words from the speech.





Watch and listen to the speech.





























