Differentiated Instruction

This lesson has been adapted from "Choosing, Chatting, and Collecting: Vocabulary Self-Collection Strategy” (ORC record #3804) using Lenz and Deshler’s (2004) SMARTER planning model.
Vocabulary Self-Selection Strategy

SMARTER Planning

Shape the Critical Questions


Essential understanding

· In order to build your vocabulary, you need to pick out words from reading material that you decide to study in depth.


What measurable learning objectives align with the essential understanding?

· Students should be able to select vocabulary from text.

· Students should be able to look selected words up in the dictionary and write a paraphrased definition for each word.

· Students should be able to use their selected words correctly both orally and in writing.

Map the Critical Content
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Analyze for Learning Difficulties

· Students could overload when asked to select vocabulary from text that is filled with unfamiliar words.

· Students could have trouble pronouncing words that would be logical VSS choices.

· Students could have trouble using the dictionary in an effective manner.

Reach Enhancement Decisions

· Teacher should take the opportunity to remind students with basic reading difficulties to use a word identification strategy with multisyllabic words; in order to ensure accuracy, these students should verify the pronunciation with other group members or the teacher.

· Small groups accomplish the task of finding words. Care should be taken to include a proficient reader in each small group.

· Pairs of students work on a dictionary page.  Vulnerable learners should be paired with proficient readers.

Teach Strategically

Cue:  
Teacher models VSS strategy.

Do:  
Students use VSS in small groups to find new vocabulary words. They nominate their choices for the class vocabulary list.

Review: 
Students design dictionary pages with at least one of the words that they select.

Evaluate Mastery

· Dictionary pages will be assessed.  They will need to include the word, the part of speech, a pronunciation guide, a definition, the line from the text, and an illustration or specific example.

· Either quiz students on the ten words each week, or use the words in other types of assessments (e.g., embed them in writing or discussion prompts).

Revisit Outcomes

· Reteach words that are used incorrectly in class or on written assignments.

· Continue to assess the words on a cumulative basis in order to ensure long-term retention.

________________

Lenz, B. K., & Deshler, D. D. (2004). Teaching content to all. Evidence-based inclusive practices in middle and secondary schools. Boston: Pearson.













Teacher Models Strategy


-Identify unknown word


-Look up definition


-Use synonym in original context sentence 

















Students Work in Small Groups


-Find two to three words


-Once class word list selected, create 


definitions





Students Work in Pairs


-Develop page for class “illustrated” dictionary








