Differentiated Instruction

Press Conference for Bud, Not Buddy
This lesson has been adapted from "Press Conference for Bud, Not Buddy” (ORC record #3814) using Lenz and Deshler’s (2004) SMARTER planning model.

SMARTER Planning
Shape the Critical Questions


What is the critical 10 percent for these lessons?



Essential understandings

· Characters in novels and people in the real world have motives that can be “read” through their actions.

· You need to recognize that all people do not see situations, events, or outcomes in the same way.

What skills objectives align with the essential understandings?
· Students should be able to identify the elements of a novel.

· Students should be able to provide examples of these elements from a novel.

· Students should be able to identify the main characters of a novel.

· Students should be able to identify the character attributes of the main characters of a fictional story based on their actions.

· Students should be able to recognize the perspective of the characters in the novel.

Map the Critical Content
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Analyze for Learning Difficulties

· Short-term memory resulting in the inability to recall story elements and their definitions (difficulty linking to prior knowledge).

· Inability to generalize story elements from novel to novel.

· Inadequate vocabulary to name character attributes.

· Inability to abstract.

· Difficulty finding supporting evidence in texts.

Reach Enhancement Decisions

· Revisit literary elements through explicit instruction and the use of a graphic organizer, allowing students to link their understanding to prior knowledge.

· Use examples from familiar stories, previously read novels, or television shows.

· Students complete a chart of elements using choice fictional work.

· Students complete the story element chart for Bud, Not Buddy.
· Students choose character attributes from a forced-choice list.

· Interviews of the main characters are conducted using a predetermined sentence starter sheet. Use sentence starters such as “Why did you run away…” or “Why weren’t you frightened being on your own…” to help guide interviews.

Teach Strategically

Cue: Provide an overview of the lesson sequence (lesson map).

Do: Reteach, link to prior knowledge, complete charts, and provide written cues in the form of forced-choice vocabulary lists and sentence starters provided in advance of “interviews.”

“Where did you find evidence of your choice in the text?” Allow students to highlight text.

Review: Have students respond to “press conference” questions in pairs.  Encourage them to revisit the text.

Evaluate Mastery

Check student selections of character descriptors, literary elements graphic organizer, and highlighted portions of the text.  Evaluate understanding of character motivation through oral “press conference” responses.

Revisit Outcomes


Reteach using simpler text.
________________

Lenz, B. K., & Deshler, D. D. (2004). Teaching content to all. Evidence-based inclusive practices in middle and secondary schools. Boston: Pearson.


Recognizing Story Elements








Students choose character attributes from a forced-choice list.





Identify the main characters in the story Bud, Not Buddy.





Fill out story elements graphic organizer.





Use examples from familiar readings.





Identify and define story elements of a fictional story.








