Differentiated Instruction

Exploring Satire with Shrek
 Before you begin, consider these steps:

· Explain the purpose and importance of the concepts in the lesson. 

· Give examples of practical implications for lesson concepts and how students can benefit from the lesson.

· Identify the role of technological literacy in the lesson—for example, is technology essential to the concepts being taught? How might the use of technology help students who are struggling learners and/or who have more visual and kinesthetic learning styles?  

This lesson has been adapted by Melissa Tucker from “Exploring Satire with Shrek” (ORC Record #4754) using Lenz and Deshler’s (2004) SMARTER planning model.  

SMARTER Planning

Shape the Critical Questions

What is the critical 10 percent of these lessons?


Essential understandings

· Fairy tales have certain elements in common.
· A satire makes a comment or criticism about a subject to ridicule it.
· Four techniques that can be used to create a satire are exaggeration, incongruity, reversal, and parody.
What skills objectives align with the essential understandings?

· Students will be able to identify common characteristics of fairy tales.
· Students will be able to define satire.
· Students will be able to define and identify the four techniques of satire.
· Students will be able to analyze, interpret, and explain concepts presented in nonprint media using visual literacy skills.
· Students will be able to analyze satirical work and determine the comment or criticism being made about the subject it is ridiculing.
· Students will be able to incorporate the elements of satire in a narrative writing.
· Students will present their writings.
Map the Critical Content
Satire






Session One

Analyze for Learning Difficulties

· Students may have difficulty generating or grouping common elements of fairy tales.

· See step 5 of session one.

· Students may not understand the vocabulary used in the definition of satire. Rephrase the definition using language the students can more easily understand or learn.

· See step 7 of session one.

· Students may struggle with identifying fairy-tale elements from the movie.

· See steps 8–12 of session one.

· Students still may not be able to create a list of details from the movie that depart from the typical fairy tale.

· See step 9 of session one.

· Students will have difficulty remembering the details of the clip and analyzing it for the four techniques of satire.

· See step 14 of session one.

· It might be difficult for students to identify the primary comment or criticism about society being made by the satirical technique.

· See step 17 of session one.

· Some students will not have access overnight to get the fairy tale or be able to read it and know it well enough to add satire to it.

· See step 20 of session one.

· Students spend too much time searching for fairy tales on various sites or cannot read the versions presented on the web.

· See step 21 of session one.

Reach Enhancement Decisions

· Create a visual organizer for the students to complete, listing the common elements of the fairy tale. Include concepts of hero, setting, plot, characters, and conflict.

· See step 5 of session one.

· Rephrase the definition using language the students can more easily understand or learn.

· See step 7 of session one.

· Using a picture book fairy tale, as a class, practice identifying common elements of fairy tales.

· If students continue to struggle with identifying common elements from the movie, use the extra clips from the links below.

· See steps 8–12 of session one.

· http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson810/video_clips.pdf or http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=811. 

· Have your own list of details from the movie to share with students if they are struggling in making their lists from the movie clip. Replay the movie clip, and point out the details as you view them. (Think aloud.)

· See step 9 of session one.

· Replay the movie clip so students can identify the four techniques of satire being used. Allow students to work in groups of two as they first practice identifying the techniques.

· See step 14 of session one.

· Provide guidance through leading questions, cloze statements, and story starters to guide students’ thinking in this direction.

· See step 17 of session one.

· Depending on the class skills and resources, choose one fairy tale for the entire class to satirize, or provide three fairy tales for the students to choose from. Have copies of these fairy tales either in picture book form or as printouts from the computer.

· See step 20 of session one.

· Preview one or two of the suggested websites, and give only those websites out to students. A good site for fairy tales that are easy to read is http://www.ivyjoy.com/fables/index.shtml.

· See step 21 of session one.

Teach Strategically

· Cue: Provide an overview of lesson objectives and a map of how the lesson will flow. 

· Do: Use think-alouds, visual organizers, models, journals, and exit slips. 

· Review: Have students, working in groups, review the definition of satire and the four techniques of satire.

Evaluate Mastery

Going from group to group, have the student groups present the definition of satire and the four techniques of satire.

Revisit Outcomes
· Provide multiple opportunities for students to practice identifying common elements of fairy tales, identifying the four techniques of satire used in multiple forms of literacy (movies, books, music).

· Use this lesson format with the movie Shrek 2 or the TV series The Simpsons.

· Continually review the definition of satire and its four techniques using various vocabulary strategies.

Session Two

Analyze for Learning Difficulties

· Students will need to see a demonstration of the process of analyzing and adding satire to a fairy tale. 

· See step 2 of session two.

· Students may not be able to analyze the literary elements of their fairy tale.

· See step 3 of session two.

· Students may have difficulty thinking of ideas for satire, specifically what to criticize about society, a movie, or a book.

· See step 7 of the lesson for session two.

· Students still may be having difficulty identifying specific things from their fairy tale to add satire to.

· See step 9 of session two.

Reach Enhancement Decisions 

· Read your fairy tale to the class; identify the elements of character, plot, setting, and conflict in your story. Use think-aloud and visual models to walk students through the thinking process.

· See step 2 of session two.

· Have students get on the Literary Elements map site, or hand out a hard copy for all students to complete about their fairy tale.

· See step 3 of session two.

· Using your fairy tale, practice with students how to come up with ideas that can be satirized. Provide students with work samples from past students showing how satire was added to other fairy tales. 

· See step 7 of session two.

· Before assigning homework, have students come up with at least one idea of satire from their story before leaving class. A homework assignment would be to find one to four more ideas.

· See step 9 of session two.

Teach Strategically

· Cue: Provide work examples of all levels of work.  

· Do: Use think-alouds, visual organizers, and models.

· Review: Have students share the satire techniques they added to the fairy tales.

Evaluate Mastery

· Have students generate a list of two to five ideas of satire for their fairy tale.

Revisit Outcomes

· Ensure that there are many opportunities to practice identifying satire in previous fairy tales as well as provide practice and feedback on ideas of satire generated for individual fairy tales.
Session Three

Analyze for Learning Difficulties 

· Students may need more direct instruction on what satire is and its definition.

· Step 1 of session three.

· Provide more practice of the definition of satire.

· See step 2 of session three.

· Students may need more guidance in sharing ideas from their homework and more direction on how to create satire.

· See step 5 of session three.

· Students may not understand how the rubric works or what is expected in the assignment.

· See step 9 of session three.

Reach Enhancement Decisions 

· Give the students each an admit slip as they enter the classroom. On the admit slip, ask students about what makes good satire, or ask them to define satire and its four techniques. This admit slip will serve as an assessment of what students have learned and a starting point to reteach any needed material.

· See step 1 of session 3.

· Provide a cloze statement of satire on the board or on an overhead for students to complete.

· See step 2 of session 3.

· If needed, do the above step as a class, checking student examples and providing guidance and feedback.

· See step 5 of session 3.

· Go over the rubric with the class, explaining how it is used and what the criteria are for each section. Adjust the criteria according to the students’ abilities and challenges. Focus on a specific skill you want students to address in their writing. Narrow the rubric as needed.  Provide a grading scale with the scoring of the rubric.  Add an “effort” column to the rubric to hold students accountable.

· See step 9 of session three.

Teach Strategically

· Cue: Explain to students how they will use the rubric to evaluate their own work.

· Do: Use admit slips, visual organizers, models, journals, and a rubric for narrative writing.

· Review: Have students share the satire techniques they added to the fairy tales (review criteria of the rubric).

Evaluate Mastery

· Students will receive feedback and suggestions on their ideas of satire they share in class.

Revisit Outcomes

· Provide multiple opportunities for students to practice identifying common elements of fairy tales and identifying the four techniques of satire used in multiple forms of literacy (movies, books, music).

· Reteach skills needed to write an effective narrative piece through the use of mini-lessons. 

· Use this lesson format with the movie Shrek 2 or the TV series The Simpsons.

· Continually review the definition of satire and its four techniques using various vocabulary strategies.

Session Four
Analyze for Learning Difficulties 

· Students need examples of what is good, OK, and weak in a writing example.

· See step 1 of session four.

· Students may be weak in writing narratives.

· See step 7 of session four.

· Students may not be comfortable with presenting in class or know how to present effectively.

· See step 8 of session four.

Reach Enhancement Decisions

· As a class, go over various writing assignments, pointing out what is good, bad, or OK. Have students provide a grade and compare it with what the student received on the example.

· See step 1 session four.

· Add mini-lessons focusing on skills you want to emphasize with students in their writing. Make sure these skills are also reflected in the rubric. If students have IEPs, objectives from the IEPs are a good resource for which skills to emphasize.

· See step 7 of session four.

· Model to students how to present material to a large group. Provide a rubric for assessment, not for a grade but for feedback. Allow students to contribute to constructing the rubric. Provide students with an exit slip, which allows them to critique what was good and what they need to improve in their presentation skills.

· See step 8 of session four.

Teach Strategically

· Cue: Provide work examples of all levels of work.  Explain the rubric for students to use to evaluate their own work. Allow students to help with creating a presentation rubric.

· Do: Use visual organizers, models, a presentation rubric, exit slips, rough drafts with peer evaluation, a final draft with a narrative rubric, and a student-generated presentation rubric.

· Review: Students do peer evaluation of rough drafts, revisions to rough drafts, and self-evaluation of presentation.

Evaluate Mastery

· Students will receive peer feedback through the use of the narrative rubric on their rough drafts.

· Students’ final drafts will be evaluated using a narrative rubric.

· Students’ presentations will be evaluated with a student-generated rubric for an effective presentation.

· Students will evaluate their own presentation through exit slips.

Revisit Outcomes

· Review the criteria on the presentation rubric, and evaluate student presentations. 

· Have students evaluate their writing scores given on the rubric.

________________
Lenz, B. K., & Deshler, D. D. (2004). Teaching content to all. Evidence-based inclusive practices in middle and secondary schools. Boston: Pearson.
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Define satire.





Identify characteristics of good satire.





Students work on creating their satirized fairy tales.





Analyze a fairy tale for satire.





Add mini-lessons to help students with their writing as needed.





Write rough drafts of a fairy tale with satire.





Identify key literary elements of a fairy tale.








Identify common elements of a fairy tale.





Create a rubric for presentation criteria.





Discuss the rubric used for evaluating fairy tales.





Identify things from a fairy tale to satirize.





Define four techniques of satire.





Identify satire in a story.





Present fairy tales to the class.








