What if I teach grades or content areas that aren’t included in Ohio standardized tests?

Because value-added analysis requires multiple years of test data on each student, there are a number of grades (K-3 and 9-12) and content areas that will not have value-added results.  Does this mean that it is not important to learn about value-added measures if you don’t teach grades 4-8 mathematics, reading, or writing?
NOT AT ALL!

There are a number of reasons that it will still be important for you to understand value-added progress measures, which you can keep in mind as you work with the resources in these modules.  Some of these reasons are:

· Since value-added results chart the progress of individual students over time, they are particularly sensitive to the prior learning experiences that children have had.  For your school to improve its value-added results, ALL grade levels will need to understand the measures and be working to support each child as much as possible.  This will be particularly true of support for early childhood development.  Fourth grade students depend on their Pre-Kindergarten through Grade Three teachers for the foundation they need to succeed!  Similarly, teachers of later high school grades will be receiving students who are products of the prior eight years of effort—and value-added is intended to help focus attention where it is needed most.
· Another aspect of the focus on individual students that may not be immediately apparent is the fact that what is now most important is the educational experience from the perspective of the learner.  It is more important than ever that the whole school climate for learning and the overall curriculum are supportive of student success.  If students receive excellent mathematics instruction, but many other experiences in the school detract from the whole educational experience, the mathematics results are also apt to suffer.

· Related to the idea of a whole-school learning community are a variety of ways in which the curriculum and instruction can be made more meaningful and effective for students, through real-world connections and challenges to students’ critical thinking and engagement.  The real world brings many content areas to bear in everyday applications of knowledge and skills, and the most successful students have teachers who understand this and help students see connections across many content areas.
· Finally, it is important for every faculty and staff member in a school to be familiar with value-added progress measures and what they mean because each member of the school is an ambassador to the parents and community members who will see value-added reports and who may wish to better understand what they mean.  Your time spent with these materials will be appreciated by others outside the school, even if you don’t directly teach the content areas or grade levels that are tested for value-added results.
